
 
 

 
 

Don Gaetz 
        President of the Senate 

THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE  

 
 

Will Weatherford 
Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 

 

May 1, 2013 

The Honorable Don Gaetz 

President of the Senate 

 

The Honorable Will Weatherford 

Speaker, House of Representatives 

 

Dear Mr. President and Mr. Speaker: 

 

Your Conference Committee on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on CS/CS/SB 1660, 1st 

Eng., same being: 

 

 An act relating to quality cancer care and research. 

 

having met, and after full and free conference, do recommend to their respective houses as 

follows: 

 

1. That the House of Representatives recede from its Amendment 677843. 

2. That the Senate and House of Representatives adopt the Conference Committee 

Amendment attached hereto, and by reference made a part of this report. 
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CS/CS/SB 1660, 1st Eng. 

 

Managers on the part of the Senate 

Joe Negron, Chair  Lizbeth Benacquisto, Vice Chair 

Joseph Abruzzo  Thad Altman 

Aaron Bean  Rob Bradley 

Jeff Brandes  Oscar Braynon II 

Dwight Bullard  Jeff Clemens 

Charles S. “Charlie” Dean, Sr.  Nancy C. Detert 

Miguel Diaz de la Portilla  Greg Evers 

Anitere Flores  Bill Galvano 

Rene Garcia  Andy Gardiner 

Audrey Gibson  Denise Grimsley 

Alan Hays  Dorothy L. Hukill 

Arthenia L. Joyner  Jack Latvala 

Tom Lee  John Legg 

Gwen Margolis  Bill Montford 

Garrett Richter, At Large  Jeremy Ring 

Maria Lorts Sachs  David Simmons 

Wilton Simpson  Christopher L. Smith, At Large 

Eleanor Sobel  Darren Soto 
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CS/CS/SB 1660, 1st Eng. 

Kelli Stargel  Geraldine F. “Geri” Thompson 

John Thrasher, At Large   
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CS/CS/SB 1660, 1st Eng. 

Managers on the part of the House of Representatives 

Seth McKeel, Committee Chair  Steve Crisafulli, Committee Vice Chair 

Matt Hudson, Chair  Jason T. Brodeur 

Marti Coley, At Large  Travis Cummings 

Janet Cruz  Jose Felix Diaz 

Joseph A. “Joe” Gibbons, At Large  Eddy Gonzalez, At Large 

Doug Holder, At Large  Mia L. Jones, At Large 

Jose R. Oliva  H. Marlene O'Toole, At Large 

Jimmy Patronis  Stephen L. Precourt, At Large 

David Richardson  Darryl Ervin Rouson, At Large 

Robert C. “Rob” Schenck, At Large  Perry E. Thurston, Jr., At Large 

James W. “Jim” Waldman, At Large  John Wood 

Ritch Workman, At Large  Dana D. Young, At Large 
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The Conference Committee Amendment for CS/CS/SB 1660, 1st Eng., relating to quality cancer 

care and research, provides for the following: 

 

 Creates the Cancer Center of Excellence Award to recognize hospitals, treatment centers, 

and other providers in Florida that demonstrate excellence in patient-centered coordinated 

care for persons undergoing cancer treatment and therapy. 

 Requires the Florida Cancer Control and Research Advisory Council and the Biomedical 

Research Advisory Council to form a joint committee that will develop rigorous 

performance measures, a rating system, and a rating standard that must be achieved to 

document and distinguish a cancer center that excels in providing quality, 

comprehensive, and patient-centered coordinated care. 

 Requires the Dept. of Health to annually conduct two application cycles for the award. 

Requires the State Surgeon General to appoint a team of independent evaluators to assess 

applicants to determine eligibility for the award. 

 Requires the State Surgeon General to notify the Governor regarding the providers that 

are eligible to receive the Cancer Center of Excellence Award. The award shall be 

recognized for a period of three years after the date of the award. 

 Requires an entity that performs or is associated with cancer research or care that receives 

a specific appropriation must submit an annual fiscal-year progress report to the President 

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 15. 

 Requires the Dept. of Health – in order to attract and retain experienced research talent 

and national grant-producing researchers to integrated cancer research and care 

institutions in Florida – to award endowments to integrated cancer research and care 

institutions for establishing a funded research chair, pursuant to the GAA specifying an 

appropriation for this purpose. 

 The purpose of the endowment is to provide secure funding for at least seven years to 

attract an experienced and promising researcher who specializes in cancer-related 

research and whose continued employment for this period is not contingent upon grant 

awards associated with time-limited research projects. 
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